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The following slides will detail guidance on how to create a consent form (for 
anon/pseudonymised participants as well as identifiable ones), to be submitted as 
part of an ethics review application. Any examples provided have been taken 
from an accepted ethics application. The guidance will be tailored to humanities 
PGRs but is also applicable to social sciences’ students doing qualitative research. 
This guidance document is divided into three main sections:

1. Consent forms for anonymised online surveys 

2. Consent forms and participant information for humanities research (through 
MS Forms)

3. Consent forms for humanities research (to be distributed to participants 
alongside participant information sheet)



You can copy 
your PhD 
summary as used 
in the 
information 
participation 
sheet for this 
section, ensuring 
it is free of 
technical jargon 
in order to be 
easily 
understandable.

FOR ONLINE ANONYMISED SURVEY 



In the case of personal interviews 
or other such methodologies that 
require you to question your 
participants on a case-by-case 
basis, please adjust this section 
accordingly (again, you do not 
need to provide exact questions at 
this stage)

As stated previously, 
payment for humanities 
research is rare – if so, 
remove this section.

You may re-use the benefits and 
risks statement given in the 
participant information sheet 
here.

FOR ONLINE ANONYMISED SURVEY 



FOR ONLINE ANONYMISED SURVEY 

Amend the given sample text 
as necessary – please keep in 
mind that anonymity should 
be the default of working with 
human participants and unless 
otherwise proven to the ethics 
committee, you should not be 
using any identifiable 
information.



FOR ONLINE ANONYMISED SURVEY 

Amend text as 
required and 
please replicate 
the given points 
for consent.



FOR ONLINE ANONYMISED SURVEY 

This section is to be 
added on the last page 
after participant has 
completed the survey –
please amend as required 
and include a brief 
summary of the purpose 
of your research as taken 
from the participant 
information sheet.



HUMANITIES VERSION (MS Forms)

You can copy your PhD 
summary as used in the 
information participation 
sheet for this section, 
ensuring it is free of 
technical jargon in order 
to be easily 
understandable.



Use the information 
provided in the participant 
information sheet 
guidance document for 
this section: “Purpose of 
Research”; and “Why have 
I been approached?”

If the answer to any of the 
following required question 
(denoted by *) is “not sure”, 
the form will not progress 
further, and you will have to 
resolve the participant’s query 
first (see next page)

HUMANITIES VERSION (MS Forms)



HUMANITIES VERSION (MS Forms)

Participants will be required to answer the questions on this page before they can 
progress through the form – in order to avoid any delays in your research, please 
ensure the details of your project provided in the participant information sheet are 
as detailed as possible so there is no confusion.



HUMANITIES VERSION (MS Forms)

Use the information provided in the participant information sheet 
guidance document for this section: “What would taking part 
involve?”; “What are the possible benefits of taking part?”; and 
“What are the possible risks and disadvantages of taking part?”



HUMANITIES VERSION (MS Forms)

Use the information provided 
in the participant information 
sheet guidance document for 
this section: “How will my 
information be kept 
confidential?”

Use the information provided in 
the participant information 
sheet guidance document for 
this section: “Will I receive 
payment for taking part?” and 
“What will happen to the results 
of this study?”



HUMANITIES VERSION (MS Forms)

REMINDER: If the answer to 
any of the following 
questions is “not sure”, the 
form will not progress 
further, and you will have to 
resolve the participant’s 
query first (see page 10) 



This statement is required on 
all participant information 
sheets and consent forms –
please ensure you include it 
every time.

HUMANITIES VERSION (MS Forms)

Use the information provided 
in the participant information 
sheet guidance document for 
this section: “How will my 
information be kept 
confidential?”



Please fill in the 
information 
according to the 
specifications of 
your project. 

HUMANITIES VERSION (MS Forms)



This section of the 
template does not 
require customisation 
according to your 
project.

HUMANITIES VERSION (MS Forms)



HUMANITIES VERSION (MS Forms)

In case of participants’ anonymity, 
please amend these sections as 
needed. Suggestions:
Your participant information sheet 
should include details of whether 
or not participants should be 
anonymised or provide 
pseudonyms – participants should 
enter details according to this 
information.



Please edit the 
questions/statements 
according to the 
specifications of your 
project. 

HUMANITIES VERSION (MS Forms)



HUMANITIES VERSION (basic)

Each participant should be 
given a unique identification 
number to help with your 
records. This also helps to 
differentiate participants in 
case of anonymity. The 
identification number should 
relate to the version number of 
the consent form (provided in 
the template). This is 
particularly useful if you are not 
using a facility like MS Forms.



Consent forms in this 
format should coincide 
with the participant 
information sheet 
(guidance included). 
Hence, keep version 
numbers related to ensure 
efficient record-keeping.

Please specify according to 
your project. Usually, no 
one other than yourself 
(research team) and your 
supervisors (please provide 
names) will be accessing 
this material.

HUMANITIES VERSION (basic)



Other suggested outputs for 
which consent may be 
required:
• reports published in an 

academic publication
• the researcher’s PhD thesis
• further commercial outputs 

such as books and articles 
for a general audience

In case of 
anonymous/pseudonymous 
participants, remove this 
statement

HUMANITIES VERSION (basic)



In case of 
anonymity, use 
participant number. 
In case of 
pseudonym, use 
appropriate 
pseudonym

HUMANITIES VERSION (basic)



Good Luck!


