
Graphics are a crucial consideration when designing your research poster. Your 
graphics should attract readers to your poster and help you to convey your message.
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There are some basic guidelines for colour combinations – black on a light 
colour is usually the best option, but the same hue and high contrast is also 
acceptable, as is white on a dark colour. 
Vischeck reproduces your images under various forms of colour-blindness. This 
will help you produce a poster which are accessible to those who are colour-blind. 
Vischeck is linked below this video.



Stick to a maximum of 5 colours per page (except for photographs). If you have a 
photo or picture which summarises your research, use the eye dropper tool to use 
the colours within your picture throughout your poster, as demonstrated on the 
screen.



When choosing your graphics, come back to the four basics of research 
communication.

1.What is your message?

2.Who are your audience?

3.What is the environment in which you will engage your audience?

4.(How) can you measure your impact?

How will these questions impact your choice of graphics?
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The images you choose will vary dependant on the message you want to convey. This 
is an example of the world map, with different projections according to different 
metrics, such as land area, mortality, disease, wealth and population. Images can say 
a lot – so carefully consider what images to include on your poster.
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Think about how you will visualise your data. This is an example of a very successful 
visualisation of data – the London underground map, which you probably recognise. 
This is what the London underground map would look like presented geographically –
its not as clear, or as easy to understand. The presentation of the London 
underground like this makes it more fit for purpose, more suitable for the audience, 
and aids to deliver a clear message about how you might plan your journey. Think 
about how you can visualise your data in a way which emphasises your message. 
Graphs can be useful…but what else might you do to present you data in a more 
interesting and engaging way? 
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Before you move on to the next section, you can add some ideas for the data or 
graphics you might include on your poster to your planning worksheet.
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