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Researcher Development Essentials: Preparing for your viva

Transcript: Jon Blount on preparation and rereading

Edward Mills
So in that sort of post-submission, pre-viva period, how do you typically advise a candidate to
prepare for the viva?

Jon Blount

OK; so after you submit, obviously, there's a great sense of elation that you've sort of crossed the
line and you tend to put the thing in the top drawer and forget about it for a few weeks, and
that's absolutely the right thing to do.You know, just go away and forget about it, relax and do
something else. But when you know the date of your viva, | feel it's very important to make sure
that you read the thesis and know its contents well. You know, you can (to a greater or lesser
extent) anticipate the kinds of questions they're going to ask about each chapter, and perhaps
overall about how the thesis hangs together as a whole and what it what is its broader signifi-
cance. So for each chapter, | would encourage candidates to just read it - not immediately before
the viva, I'm not talking about the day before - I'm talking about maybe a week or two before.
Read the chapter. Make sure you can, or are clear in your own mind: what was the overall aim
or question that we were setting out to address here!? What were the major questions and hy-
potheses that we approached? What were the major findings, and how do these findings change
the way we think about the original question that we set out to answer at the outset! If you can
answer those sorts of questions in relation to each chapter, you're going to do absolutely fine,
because you're almost certainly going to be asked to explain: what did you do? Why did you do
it? What did you find out! You want to be all you want to almost be able to explain the purpose
or the outcome of each chapter, as if you were writing a lay summary or or as if you were, you
know, explaining to a non-specialist in the kitchen a party. You know: what do you do? Why did
you do that! Who cares! What did you find out! And in a conversational kind of way, you want
to give a fairly pithy answer to those sorts of questions, because you're almost certainly going
to be asked. And that's really | think preparation is the key. Think about potential weaknesses. It's
not your role to hide any potential weaknesses that you're aware of. It's okay to be open and talk
about them, too. The examiner's main job is, as | said before, is to make sure that you wrote the
thesis, so just make sure that you do remember its content. Don't put it to one side and then
literally don't look at it again for three months and then go into the room because you're going
to be asked detailed questions about its content.



