
Researcher Development Essentials: Preparing for your viva

Edward Mills
I was wondering if we could start just with me asking when you tend to advise PhD students to 
start thinking about the viva as a moment in their course of study.

Jon Blount
I think this is a conversation that will naturally emerge in the final - you know, the final year, let’s 
say. It should be - it should be around the time when you’re getting deep into writing up and 
thinking about the kind of literature that you should be citing to properly represent the field of 
work that you’re in. I mean, the choice of examiners will be strongly informed by the experience 
of your supervisory team. And I think it’s important- you know, it’s usually the case that students 
are aware of who their examiners are going to be, at some point during the latter months when 
they’re finishing up the writing-up stage. And it’s useful at that stage to kind of, you know, know 
your audience really; to think about who’s going to be reading this, and what literature they are 
going to be familiar with. You know, making sure that you properly represent their own research, 
perhaps, not just the broader field of literature that they will be most knowledgeable about.
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