
Researcher Development Essentials: Preparing for your viva

Edward Mills
Could I ask what you as an examiner will do when you’re given a thesis, or approached about 
it? Presumably you’re approached by one of the supervisors first to ask if it’s an area you’d be 
willing to examine?

Jon Blount
Yeah. Typically you’d be approached by the primary supervisor, who would tell you roughly what 
the subject area, is and how many chapters there are, roughly how long the thesis says, and what 
kind of format it’s in, and so on, and then you decide, you know, whether you’re available and able 
to do it within the timescale that they will identify for you. You know, they’ll say to you: ‘look, the 
candidate’s looking to submit around so and so, and so we’d really like to have this done within 
two or three months of that date; is that possible?’ And you agree or you decline depending on 
what what, you know, what you’ve got on your plate at the time and so on. When the thesis 
arrives to you, it will, of course, come electronically, and it should also arrive as hard copy. If it 
doesn’t, most examiners will request that, because it’s a lot easier to read a large document, as 
we all know, you know, in hard copy than on screen. And most examiners will have a quick flick 
through the thing when it arrives and just get a sense of the scale of the task ahead of them. 
You know, how much time do they feel that they will need to set aside to read this ahead of the 
viva? Well, if there is a viva. And then usually, you know, what most people will do because we’ve 
all got a lot of things going on: it will normally be put to the side until a week or two before the 
date of the exam or the deadline for the submission of the report for the viva. And then they 
will they will intensively read it over a period of whatever’s required, you know, two, three days 
as required, and write their comments. I, I tend to go through the thesis and mark up the hard 
copy. And then after I’ve gone through each chapter, I’ll then type up my notes and think about 
which bits of it are actually substantive and need to be discussed in a in a viva or would need 
to be presented to the candidate as a something they should respond to, and could potentially 
require revision and so on.
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